THE  ZONES

commercial visit. Requests for permits must have a
recommendation, either from a Chamber of Commerce or
from a professional organisation.

German laws already apply in the prohibited zone. The
Germans evict or deport inhabitants. In this zone, as
elsewhere, food must now be short. For a long time it was
possible to obtain mutton and butter at near-normal prices.
The red line, as it was called, was much more difficult.
to cross than the demarcation line between occupied and
unoccupied France. It could be managed, for all that, by
subterfuge and endurance. I have told how Hel&ne
TArdennaise crossed a river by swimming. A more easy
way was by bribing German soldiers with money or a
bottle of mousseux.

The Germans have an excessive liking for champagne.
Some inferior sparkling wine, in an imposing bottle,
together with a few loo-franc notes, is sufficient to weaken
the "incorruptible" sentries. For the French, discovery
of'the venality of German warriors, regardless of rank, has
been the cause of much surprise.

I knew of some pimps who, with the help of their
"ladies," established an organisation which made it pos-
sible to enter the forbidden zone without risk. The cost
of the journey by car from Paris to Valenciennes, a
distance of some 125 miles, was at that time 2,000 francs
per person. A regular service was maintained, three times
a week in each direction.

The pavement queens must have been very generous to
the Germans to facilitate the working of this transport
service.

Last December the forbidden zone was thrown open,
but there was such an inrush of French people that, over-
whelmed, the Germans closed it again four days later.
Shortly before my departure the forbidden zone was to
have been reopened, but as I was rather troubled by the
police I did not have leisure to inform myself fully.

The first time I crossed the demarcation line was in
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